INTRODUCTION
Very few works dealt on the mammals from Mauritania. Some preliminary data were provided by Spatz (1926 Spatz ( , 1930 , subsequently, Dekeyser & Villiers (1956) provided a detailed list of the mammals from the Adrar Mountains in Central Mauritania and until the 70's no more information was published. Subsequently, Poulet published the first work dealing on bats (Poulet 1970) and small mammals (1974) and Gauthier-Pilters (1977) on the dromedary. Others works included some punctual information from Mauritania: Petter (1961) , Meester & Setzer (1972) , Happold (1973) . Nevertheless, during the last 20 years Mauritania has received more attention by mammalogists and some works have been recently published: on marine mammals (Smeenk et al. 1992; Ba 1997; Robineau 1995 Robineau , 1997 Robineau & Vely 1997 , 1998 Vely et al. 1997) ; on small mammals (Ba et al. 2000; Granjon et al. 2001) ; on bats (Qumsiyeh & Schlitter 1981; Cosson et al. 1996) ; on the mammals of the coastal area (Cosson et al. 1997; Granjon et al. 1997; Granjon et al. 2001; Ly et al. 1997; Marissal & Colas 1997) . Some recent general works also compiled some information from Mauritania (Le Berre 1990; Kingdon 1997) . Nevertheless, the knowledge on the distribution of mammals in Mauritania is still very scarce and new records are still expectable. During a long fieldwork expedition to Mauritania (from April to August 2002), some species of mammals were collected, two of them previously unreported and three others still very poorly known for the country. The goal of this work is to provide new distributional information about these five species and, in order to facilitate future research on the Mauritanian mammals, we provide a preliminary species list. Am ore thorough list including localities, museum data and taxonomic revisions is far from the objectives of this work. Data were obtained from fieldwork and interview with local people around the country; review of the published scientific literature (see references above) and the revision of three relevant unpublished report (MDRE & DEAR 1998; Lamarche 1998; Nickel 2001 
